ENVE 644  Class 7,  Synopsis

Chapter 7, Toxics: FIFRA, TSCA

Learning Goals  

Understand or know:

1. Basic toxicity concepts 

2. Steps in a risk assessment

3. Risk assessment versus risk management

4. Purpose of FIFRA and main provisions

5. Purpose of FQPA

6. Main provisions of TSCA

7. Use of toxicity in law suits

Some key points

1. Toxicity depends on dose; “Safe” depends on to whom the risk is acceptable.

2. Law or regulations scribe a bright line that overrides issues of scientific uncertainty

3. Major causes of cancer are not from chemicals in everyday environment

4. FIFRA (today) controls manufacturing and applications of all pesticides

5. FQPA involves several federal agencies in controlling pesticide levels in foods
6. TSCA controls manufacturers, distributors, processors and importers of chemicals

7. EPA has an “inventory” or list of old chemicals, only the most dangerous of which are reviewed.

8. New chemicals, those not in the inventory, are subject to PMN and scrutiny

9. Absent EPA proof a chemical is very dangerous, the manufacturers do not have to do any testing of toxicity; they must report already available data.

10. EPA uses TSCA to regulated special chemicals: asbestos, CFCs, PCBs.

11. Workers compensations laws protect employers, but lawyers help injured workers and the public sue manufactures of chemicals.  Sympathetic juries are not troubled by lack of scientific proof of causation. 

Web sites

Nice overview of the EPA Pesticide Registration Program http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/7
Vocabulary

Toxins; Paracelsus; LD 50; Safety v. Hazard v. Risk; risk assessment v. risk management; occupational carcinogen v. environmental carcinogen; FIFRA; [FIFRA] registration, cancellation;  [FIFRA] general v. restricted use; [FIFRA] applicator, label; TSCA; [TSCA] inventory of old chemicals, list, PMN; tort; negligence; (strict) product liability; [torts] causation; workers compensation; (jury) issue of fact 
